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Purpose of the call.  CHIS staff are seeking recommendations from experts on suitable 
questions for measuring parental aspirations and expectations in the CHIS child survey.   

 
Background.  CHIS is a population-based telephone survey that has been conducted every other 
year since 2001.  Since 2011, the survey has been administered continuously, and content is 
reviewed and modified every two years.  CHIS staff are now preparing for the 2017-2018 cycle. 
 
The CHIS sample size is about 40,000 households per cycle, and separate interviews are 
conducted with one randomly adult, one teen (ages 12-17) and one child (ages 0-11).  The child 
sample sizes are 4,500-5,500, about evenly divided between 0-5 year olds and 6-11 year olds. 
 
Child questionnaire content.  The child survey respondent is a parent or legal guardian who is 
knowledgeable about the child’s health.  CHIS collects data on a range of topics, including: 
Demographics 
Citizenship and immigration status 
Language(s) spoken in the home 
Child care arrangements, preschool attendance 
Family member reads to, sings with, takes child out   
Health status and conditions 
Access to and utilization of health and dental care  
Health and dental insurance, public program participation 
Diet, physical activity,  
 
Adult questionnaire content.  
Demographics:  age, gender, race/ethnicity, household income, marital status, sexual 

orientation, family & household size 
Educational attainment 
Citizenship and immigration status, years in U.S. 
Language(s) spoken in the home 
Employment status, occupation and industry, # hours worked per week 
Type of housing 
Health status, conditions, insurance 
Access to and utilization of health care 
Kessler-6 depression scale, suicide ideation attempts 
Perceived need for mental health, alcohol/drug services 
Disability determination 
Diet, physical activity, smoking/e-cigs, binge drinking 



Neighborhood cohesion 
 
CHIS question selection.  Questions should meet the following criteria: 

1. Have been tested and validated, preferably in English and Spanish  
2. Are suitable for a population-based telephone survey 
3. Are short—no more than 6 items.  (The ideal length of the child survey is 15 minutes.) 
4. Have predictive value, or show variability, for at least some of the ages covered by CHIS 

(0-11 years).     
 
Potential questions identified.  Most of the questions in the literature focus on aspirations and 
expectations for academic achievement.  Are there measures that are more broad, such as 
success in business, music, art, or earning a good living?   
 
Goldenberg et al., Latino Parents’ Aspirations/Expectations and Children’s School Performance, 
JTOR 
 

• How far do you want your child to go in his/her formal school? (aspiration) 
• How far do you think your child will go in his/her formal schooling?  (expectation) 

 
Multiple surveys ask: 

• How far in school do you expect your child to go?   
1. < 8th grade 
2. Beyond 8th grade but not high school graduation 
3. High school graduation 
4. Vocational, trade or business school after high school:  < 1 year; 1-2 years; 2+ years 
5. College program < 2 years; 2+ years; finish 4-5 year program 
6. Master’s degree or equivalent 
7. PhD, MD or other advanced degree 

 
  

 
 

 
 
  


