
 
 

The Health DATA List Serve 
May 2002 

 
 
Service Learning: creating community-based educational opportunities for students 
 
While service learning is similar to a traditional internship, it differs because service 
learning involves a collaborative effort between both the sponsoring organization and the 
student’s educational institution.  The traditional internship can be defined as working 
with a mentor to learn a skill or trade.  Service learning is similar to the traditional 
internship but, because it is guided by pedagogical goals and objectives, it focuses more 
on the lessons learned by those who engage in community-based work.  Students who 
engage in service learning are expected to reflect upon and study the lessons learned 
while they improve their community through service. 
 
According to the National and Community Service Trust Act of 1993, the law that 
created the Corporation for National Service, service learning: 
 

• Allows students to learn through active community participation 
• Is coordinated with the student’s educational institution 
• Fosters civic responsibility 
• Integrates into and enhances the academic curriculum of the student 
• Allows students to reflect upon the service experience. 

 
In many instances, community-based organizations provide an ideal environment for 
service learning projects.  They offer students a direct link to the community and, with 
the proper guidance, can help students learn the intricacies of working effectively with 
the community to promote community health.  Students have a great deal to offer 
community-based organizations as well, including: new ways of looking at old 
challenges, skills to assist with ongoing projects and the enthusiasm to learn about the 
“ins and outs” of community-based work.  Kathy O’Byrne, Executive Director of the 
UCLA Center for Experiential Education and Service Learning (CEESL), notes “Service-
learning research consistently shows increased student learning in critical thinking, 
problem-solving skills, as well as oral and written communication skills (when compared 
to non-service learners).  Students from across all disciplines benefit from this form of 
active learning, which connects the campus and community.” 
 
If your organization is interested in creating service learning opportunities for students 
please visit the web sites in our Health DATA Internet Quick Picks or contact Kathy 
O’Byrne at 310/825-2295 or via email at obyrne.ucla.edu.  Kathy and her staff at can help 
you better understand how to create health-based service learning opportunities for 
students in your community. 
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------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
Health DATA Internet Quick Picks 
 
The Corporation for National Service sponsors Learn and Serve 
(www.learnandserve.org).  The Learn and Serve web site offers a variety of resources 
including general information about service learning as well as lists of service learning 
projects around the country and resources for those looking to promote service learning 
in their community. 
 
The National Service Learning Clearinghouse (www.servicelearning.org) provides 
general information about service learning as well as a library of articles, fact sheets, and 
tool kits to help you incorporate service learning into your organization’s activities.  In 
addition, NSLC provides links to organizations that fund service learning activities. 
 
If you live in Southern California, the UCLA Center for Experiential Education and 
Service Learning (www.oid.ucla.edu/ceesl/) may provide you with an excellent starting 
point for developing a service learning project.  The CEESL maintains a database of 
organizations offering service learning opportunities so that students can easily find 
service learning projects that match their interests. 
 
The UCLA Higher Education Service Learning Clearinghouse (www.gseis.ucla.edu/slc) 
provides descriptions of model service learning programs and links to funding sources for 
those seeking to promote service learning at their organization.  In addition, users will 
find a list of research and evaluation tools for understanding and assessing service 
learning programs. 
 

http://www.learnandserve.org/
http://www.servicelearning.org/
http://www.oid.ucla.edu/ceesl/
http://www.gseis.ucla.edu/slc

	May 2002
	Service Learning: creating community-based educational opportunities for students
	Health DATA Internet Quick Picks

