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Elder Economic Security Standard™ Index
Monthly Housing Costs by County, 2009

(The Elder Index assumes that housing costs are the same for individuals and couples.)

County

without 
Mortgage

Mortgage Rent 
1 BR County

without 
Mortgage

with 
Mortgage

Rent 
1 BR

Alameda $432 $2,233 $1,077 Nevada (3) $477 $1,661 $771
Alpine $441 $1,537 $655 Orange $428 $1,993 $1,303
Amador $441 $1,537 $738 Placer $505 $1,820 $828
Butte $372 $1,212 $648 Plumas (3) $477 $1,661 $612
Calaveras $441 $1,537 $643 Riverside $445 $1,668 $933$ $ , $ $ $ , $
Colusa (2) $340 $1,092 $588 Sacramento $391 $1,579 $828
Contra Costa $483 $2,080 $1,077 San Benito (5) $407 $1,916 $937
Del Norte (1) $322 $1,190 $582 San Bernardino $383 $1,547 $933
El Dorado $558 $1,832 $828 San Diego $423 $1,876 $1,104
Fresno $390 $1,416 $677 San Francisco $425 $2,313 $1,293
Glenn (2) $340 $1,092 $514 San Joaquin $395 $1,573 $749
Humboldt $323 $1,143 $624 San Luis Obispo $442 $1,745 $873Humboldt $323 $1,143 $624 San Luis Obispo $442 $1,745 $873
Imperial $362 $1,219 $624 San Mateo $454 $2,408 $1,293
Inyo $441 $1,537 $553 Santa Barbara $417 $2,080 $1,101
Kern $352 $1,236 $583 Santa Clara $454 $2,271 $1,098
Kings $348 $1,301 $618 Santa Cruz $471 $2,229 $1,148
Lake (7) $401 $1,544 $618 Shasta $395 $1,368 $623
Lassen (1) $322 $1,190 $601 Sierra (3) $477 $1,661 $720
Los Angeles Siskiyou (1) $322 $1 190 $547Los Angeles Siskiyou (1) $322 $1,190 $547

City of LA $497 $2,062 $1,061 Solano $390 $1,890 $954
Rest of LA $388 $1,878 $1,061 Sonoma $475 $1,872 $961

Madera $375 $1,475 $612 Stanislaus $405 $1,509 $712
Marin $597 $2,571 $1,293 Sutter (4) $355 $1,347 $568
Mariposa $441 $1,537 $655 Tehama (2) $340 $1,092 $542
Mendocino (7) $401 $1,544 $726 Trinity (2) $340 $1,092 $542
Merced $360 $1 392 $602 Tulare $341 $1 294 $561Merced $360 $1,392 $602 Tulare $341 $1,294 $561
Modoc (1) $322 $1,190 $561 Tuolumne $441 $1,537 $675
Mono $441 $1,537 $827 Ventura $405 $1,871 $1,165
Monterey (5) $407 $1,916 $982 Yolo $428 $1,778 $821
Napa $493 $2,145 $939 Yuba  (4) $355 $1,347 $568
Note: Ownership amounts are median values for households with a person 
age 65 or over. In the 2006-08 ACS, 40% of households with an older adult 
owned their home free and clear, 37% owned with a mortgage, and 21% paid 

Sources: U.S Department of Housing and Urban Development, Fair Market 
Rents for U.S., County Data File, 2009.  
http://www.huduser.org/datasets/fmr.html and American Community Survey 

rent (the balance had other arrangements). (ACS), U.S. Bureau of the Census, 2006-2008 data set.

Note: The following counties were combined in the U.S. Census ACS data
(1)  Del Norte,  Lassen,  Modoc,  Siskiyou
(2)  Colusa,  Glenn,  Tehama,  Trinity
(3)  Nevada, Plumas, Sierra
(4)  Sutter, Yuba
(5)  Monterey, San Benito
(6)  Alpine, Amador, Calvaeras, Inyo, Mariposa, Mono, Tuolumne
(7)  Mendocino, Lake

For the complete report, methodology, or individual counties visit: 

http://www.healthpolicy.ucla.edu/elder_index10sept.aspx

For more information about the California Elder Economic Security 
Initiative™ program visit: 

http://www.insightcced.org/communities/cfess/cal-eesi.html


